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Nothing Else Like It 


In this issue 


S one hops quickly from continent to continent and country to coun- 

try, almost everything changes—climate, color of skin of the peo- 
ple, clothes, customs, language, outlook. There is one thing — and 
almost only one thing—which is everywhere the same—Christians and 
the Christian church—speaking varied tongues, to be sure, but the same 
language of belief and ideal; differing in race and history and back- 
ground, but guided and united through allegiance to one Lord, one 
faith, one God and Father of all. No other movement of human his- 
tory has ever spread so rapidly and widely in so brief a period of time. 
No other allegiance holds today, or has ever held, the loyalty of so 
large a number and proportion of the human race—about one-third of 
mankind. There is-no other movement or organization (if we except 
world-communism) which reaches into every race and nation and peo- 
ple, overpassing every barrier ‘which otherwise sunders them, and binds 
them in a living spiritual community. In the second century, an 
unknown Christian wrote to his friend Diognetes, “What the soul is in 
the body, Christians are in this world. . Christians hold the world to- 
gether.” . § The world-wide movement of the Christian church! 
There is nothing else like it in the whole of human history. There is noth- 
ing which can so much as be compared with it. With all its divisions, its 
inadequacies, its apostasies, it is today the greatest power for the uplifting 
of the life of humanity in its every aspect and for the building of a 


fairer world—HENRY P. VAN DUSEN, at the Presbyterian, USA, 
General Assembly in Minneapolis. 
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Letters to the Editors 





What Does an Honorary Degree Mean? 





Answer Requested 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


What, will someone tell me, is the real 
meaning back of the Doctor of Divinity 
degree? Did it originally mean that it 
was an honor to be given to the minister 
who showed forth from his life the great- 
est spark of Divinity—one who let the 
Divine Light shine through his life to a 
greater degree than others? 

My first encounter with the bestowing 
of the D.D. degree was when I was a 
very young school teacher. The Baptist 
minister of our town was moving to 
another city, and wished more than any- 
thing to go with a doctor prefix to his 
name. It looked so much better and 
carried so much more weight. This desire 
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These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 





Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! 


(Continued from last week) 


Patterson & Lilian Ma-Thos. C. Rhea 
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Mr. & Mrs. W. M. Houston, Texas 


Timberlake Mrs. J. Gorton Wailes 
Hartsville, S. C. Birmingham, Ala. 
S. H. Salmon Mr. & Mrs. J. B. 


Overland, Mo. 

Isabel & Ambert Dail 
Newport News, Va. 
Mrs. John Wh'te Moore 
Mooresville, N. C. 
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Kilgore, Texas 
Edna Sylvester 


Huyett 

Charles Town, W.Va. 
Murray Kendrick 
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Kingsbury W. Norton 
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Ravmond P. Sharo 

Summersville, W. Va. 
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N. Little Rock, Ark. Pecos, Texas 
(Continued next week) 


Seagraves, Texas 


Cyril D. Duncan 
Franklin, Ky. 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunite! summarizing the recent editorial 
series, with more than 140 signatures will be 
sent free of charge for a stamped, self-ad- 
dressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 per 100. 
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he expressed to one of his deacons. The 
old brother decided to do something 
about it. First off, he purchased himself 
a piece of sheepskin, and with the con- 
sent of the other deacons, had the scroll 
nicely lettered conferring upon their 
pastor a D.D. degree. Even then, at so 
tender an age, I dared question the 
matter. “Mr. H,” I said, “that can’t be 
done.” “Well now, that’s too bad for 
we’ve done done it,” he replied. 

Years later in another state, and now 
in the Presbyterian church, I was wit- 
ness to another incident which makes me 
jell now—even at the thought. A new 
minister had been called to our church. 
He was a young man in his early thirties, 
not especially outstanding in any respect. 
One of the elders felt that it would not 
do for our church to have a minister 
who was plain Mister. So he busied him- 
self about the matter. That June a small 
Presbyterian college bestowed the D.D. 
degree upon the young man. 

Then again, I sat in a college com- 
mencement throng. The freshfaced gradu- 
ates had received their advice and their 
diplomas. The crowd was hushed and 
waiting. There were several men on the 
platform who were to receive Doctor of 
Divinity degrees. Soon the dean and the 
president of the college were in the act of 
calling the men by name, putting the 
colorful hoods, which is the tangible mark 
of distinction, around their necks. 

I was not paying too much attention 
to what they were saying for I was busy 
trying to figure out a few things for 
myself. Why had these men been chosen 
for honors now being bestowed upon 
them ? I looked at the men being honored, 
only one of whom was out of his forties. 
Not one of them had ever done any 
particular outstanding thing in the 
ministry. Three of them were from 
wealthy congregations. All were fine men, 
doing good work in their places, but no 
better than hundreds of other Presby- 
terian ministers. There was something 
said about their being the choice of the 
Board of Trustees. I wondered how well 
equipped the trustees were to judge the 
Divine stamp of these men. I wondered 
how much college politics is connected 
with the bestowing of these honors. In 
short, I just sat wondering, and I still am. 

Near me in that throng sat a minister, 
well up in years, who still serves without 
a D.D. degree. He would be the last to 
entertain the idea that he deserves one. 
I watched his delight in the honors going 
to others. While the hoods were being ad- 
justed on the young men’s shoulders, I 
kept remembering the older man on the 
mission field (where we were associates), 
preaching on the streets, preaching beside 
the road at sunset to a hushed native 
crowd, and now as a pastor in the home 
church. Strange that no one had no- 
ticed the Divine Light which shines in 


his face. Strange that many like him can 
be and are overlooked in our ministry. 

What then is the meaning of the D.D. 
degree? Can someone give me an an- 
swer? 


A CurIous WOMAN 


No Errors 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the May 18 OUTLOOK (p. 4), 
“Professor Replies’: 

“. .. For when errors are pointed out, 
the Fundamentalist either makes the 
error merely ‘apparent’ as does your cor- 
respondent, or else takes refuge in the 
fact that the error did not appear in the 
original autographs. Since these are non- 
existent, the presence of the error in the 
original autograph can neither be proven 
nor disproven.” 

It is most unfortunate that the pro- 
fessor, Dr. Donald G. Miller, did not state 
that there were no errors in the original. 
The Holy Spirit did not and does not 
make errors. Surely this is the atti- 
tude of all believers. 

T. SHEP CLARK. 
Augusta, Ga. 


For Reunion: 38-0 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


You might be interested in knowing: 
I taught a course in Presbyterian beliefs 
at the Synod of Missouri’s Women’s 
Training School this past week, and as 
the written assignment for credit in the 
course asked the women to formulate the 
arguments they could marshal for and 
against reunion, and to indicate which 
way they would vote. 

The results: 38 votes for reunion, none 
against, one who said she had been in the 
Presbyterian Church less than a year and 
had no opinion. 

STUART D. CURRIE. 
Fulton, Mo. 


Addresses of Ministers 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Every minister who is_ uncertain 
whether his address has been correctly 
reported for use in the alphabetical list 
of the General Assembly Minutes is re- 
quested to advise me PROMPTLY by 
posta] card what address is to be carried. 
Some prefer to use the address of the 
church, while others prefer the manse 
address. If everyone will follow this sug- 
gestion there will be no erroneous ad- 
dresses carried. 

Those who desire Minutes mailed to a 
summer address should advise me as soon 
as possible, giving correct address. Min- 
isters who, with their families, will be 
away from home in August should in- 
struct postal authorities to hold printed 
matter until their return, unless arrange- 
ments are made with neighbors to take 
care of all mail. Duplicate copies of 
Minutes are not sent free when a copy 
has been mailed to the address furnished 
this office. 

E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk. 
701 Henry Grady Bldg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 
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Trials of a Moderator 


Irish Book-Burning. 


BELFAST (RNS)—Books written by the new Moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland were publicly burned here by a fundamentalist group that broke 


away from the church in 1951. 


The book burning was a protest against what the group call the “modernist” 
views of J. E. Davey, who was installed as Moderator by the Church’s General 


Assembly here. 


The books burned were Dr. Davey’s “Changing Vesture of the Faith” and “Our 
Faith in God.” As the volumes were tossed in the fire, Ian Paisley, leader of the 
dissidents, asked the crowd to affirm belief in the virgin birth. His call brought 


forth shouts of “Hallelujah.” 


Later, Mr. Paisley led the audience in a hymn-singing procession to “blitz” the 


center of the city. 


Mr. Paisley heads the Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster which was formed in 


March, 1951. 


His followers objected to “modernism” in the Irish Presbyterian 


Church and to its refusal to sanction “old-time Gospel campaigns.” 
Dr. Davey is principal of Belfast Presbyterian College, training ground of Irish 
Presbyterian ministers. In 1927 he was accused of heresy in his writings but was 


acquitted by a church court. 
USA Inspiration Gets 
U.S. Church Organized 


Not many Sundays ago 31 persons be- 
came charter members of the First Pres- 
byterian Church (U. S.) in Nocona, 
Texas, with Dallas Presbytery officiating. 

The little church has an interesting 
ancestry. It was begun through the 
efforts of Clarice Benton, a University 
of Oklahoma student who became in- 
terested in Presbyterianism while a mem- 
ber of the USA Westminster Foundation 
where E. Kenneth Feaver is pastor of the 
First (USA) church. 

When Clarice went home she interested 
her parents in her dream of a church 
and they, in turn, interested others. 
Joseph Benton, Clarice’s father, gave the 
lot—about half a city block—for the 
building and was the first of six charter 
members to be baptized. Clarice and her 
mother joined by a transfer of member- 
ship from another church. 

Cecil H. Lang, executive secretary of 
the presbytery, recently wrote Dr. Feaver 
commending him for the “spirit and mes- 
sage” of his ministry in Norman. One 
of the “unseen fruits of his labor,” said 
Dr. Lang, was to be seen in the work 
and influence of this young student whose 
efforts had made possible the beginnings 
of the Nocona church. 

“They are definitely making plans for 
the purchase of a manse and the building 
of a church,” said Dr. Lang, “and we 
are securing a seminary student for the 


summer months and hope to find a 
regular pastor by Sept. 1.”—Adapted 
from Monday Morning. 


Harvard Professor Heads 


New Faculty Fellowship 


Parkville, Mo. (RNS)—Kirtley F. 
Mather, professor of geology at Harvard 
University, was elected chairman of the 
Faculty Christian Fellowship at its first 
national conference here. 

E. Harris Harbison, professor of his- 
tory at Princeton University, was elected 
chairman of the executive committee. 
Werner A. Bohnstedt, Michigan State 
College, East Lansing, was named vice- 
chairman; and Howard V. Hong, St. Olaf 
College, Northfield, Minn., secretary. 

Some 125 professors from state, pri- 
vate and church-related colleges and uni- 
versities attended the sessions. 

George F. Thomas, professor of re- 
ligion at Princeton University, said the 
Fellowship was formed by educators who 
“believe that the Christian point of view 
does not have to be left outside the class- 
room when a professor begins teaching 
his subject.” 

The Fellowship is administratively 
linked with the National Council of 
Churches. During the coming year, the 
group will devote itself to developing 
local and regional units. There will be six 
regions: Northeast, Southeast, South- 
west, Far West and two in the Midwest. 


N.C. Roman Catholic 
Bishop Bars Racial 
Test for Churches 


Policy to Be Explained To Each 
New Convert 


RALEIGH, N. C.—(RNS)—A pastoral 
letter from Bishop Vincent S. Waters of 
Raleigh, forbidding segregation in the 
churches of the diocese, was read from 
all Roman Catholic pulpits in North 
Carolina. 

In a_ sternly - worded edict, 
Waters said: 


Bishop 


“There is no segregation of races 
to be tolerated in any Catholic 
church in the Diocese of Raleigh. 
The pastors are charged with the 
carrying out of this teaching and 
shall tolerate nothing to the con- 
trary. 

“Otherwise, all special churches 
for Negroes will be abolished im- 
mediately as lending weight to the 
false notion that the Catholic Church, 
the Mystical Body of Christ, is 
divided.” 

Equal rights are accorded to every race 
and nationality, the bishop said, “and 
everyone is given the privilege to sit or 
kneel wherever he desires and to ap- 
proach the Sacraments without any re- 
gard to race or nationality.” 

“This doctrine,” the letter added, “is to 
be fully explained to each convert who 
enters the church from henceforth in the 
Diocese of Raleigh.” 

No New Policy 

-Bishop Waters stressed the fact that 
his non-segregation policy was not new. 
He declared that the existence of special 
churches for Negroes meant only that 
Negroes were being given some special 
attention, not that they were to be barred 
from any Catholic church. 


This policy, he noted, had been 
clearly defined in his letter of Jan. 
29, 1951, and repeated in two letters 
he wrote earlier this year. 


His new warning came only three 
weeks after the merger of a white and a 
Negro church at Newton Grove, ordered 
in May by Bishop Waters. 

White parishioners at Newton Grove 
protested the merger by _ boycotting 
masses at the Church of the Holy Re- 
deemer, but the “stay away” campaign 
appeared to be weakening as the bishop’s 
pastoral was issued. 

A spokesman for the Raleigh diocese 
said the pastoral letter was well received 
in the churches of the diocese. The 











MODERATORS—Heads of four 
bodies elected at recent Assemblies include (left to right): 
W. A. Cameron, Toronto, secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions, Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Canada; 
Samuel C. Weir, Littlefield Boulevard church, Dearborn, Mich., 
United Presbyterian; Frederick Zimmerman, First Reformed 


Presbyterian or 


Reformed 





church pastor, Albany, N. Y., Reformed Church in America; 
James E. Wagner, St. Peter’s Evangelical & Reformed church, 
Lancaster, Pa., president of the General Synod for a six-year 
term, succeeding L. W. Goebel who served for 15 years.—RNS 
Photos. 





Carolina except Gaston County. 

Bishop Waters’ order apparently will 
have little effect on many of the state’s 
Catholic churches. 

In areas of heavy Negro population, 
Catholic missions exist to serve Negroes 
primarily. But a spot check of pastors 
showed that Negroes had long been at- 
tending white churches in most areas, 
and without any restrictions. 

Negro Paper Cites Bishop 

Chicago (RNS) — Auxiliary Roman 
Catholic Bishop Bernard J. Sheil of Chi- 
cago was given the annual Robert S. 
Abbot award here by The Chicago De- 


fender, national Negro weekly. 

Sharing in the award this year was 
Mary McLeod Bethune, founder and 
president-emeritus of Bethune-Cookman 
College, Daytona Beach, Fla. It was the 
first time the award, named in memory 
of the founder of the publication, was 
presented to two persons. 

Bishop Sheil received a plaque from 
Defender publisher John H. Sengstacke 
citing him for “giving American youth, 
regardless of color, greater opportunities 
to develop their minds and bodies and for 
a quarter of a century of unremitting 
struggle against racial bigotry.” 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, recorded from a radio program, are John S. 
McMullen, Columbia, Mo., pastor; James Appleby, professor at Union Seminary 


in Virginia. 
SUNDAY MOVIES 
A listener wants to know about 


Sunday movies, Yes or No? 


APPLEBY: If I must answer Yes or 
No, I know some people wouldn’t like it 
if I just simply said No. That would be 
my actual vote, but it’s far more of a 
debatable question than that. One rea- 
son I would be opposed to Sunday movies 
is not because it would bring pleasure to 
people at all. I don’t think God expects 
us to do away with all pleasure on Sun- 
day. It was made for man, we are told 
quite plainly, but by going to Sunday 
movies I make it necessary for someone 
to work, I make the employment of other 
people necessary on the Lord’s Day for 
my own pleasure, and in that very real 
sense I think I am doing wrong by: that. 
I know that could be carried to extremes 
—dairies delivering milk, newsboys com- 
ing, trains running, and yet insofar as 
possible I think we ought to observe 
the Lord’s Day so that what gives me 
pleasure, what means something to me, 
doesn’t make it necessary for others to 
use that day which is set apart for rest 


4 


and for worship and for realization that 
God has planted eternity in our hearts. 


MOSES A MYTH? 


Was Moses a myth or a real man? 


McMULLEN: Some years ago it was a 
fashion for Bible scholars to question 
whether there was a man named Moses. 
It seems that modern students are prac- 
tically united in agreeing that there was 
such a man as Moses and that he did es- 
sentially what the Bible records that he 
did, namely, to lead the children of Israel 
out of Egypt, to organize them into a 
nation and to give them a code of laws 
which he received from God. That is not 
to say that every detailed law that we 
now have in the books of Moses, the first 
five books of the Bible, were actually 
given by Moses. Many of them may have 
been developed later and attributed to 
Moses so that he might give the author- 
ity for them. But the question is whether 
Moses was a myth or a man. It seems 
definitely established that he was a man, 
that he was the founder of the Hebrew 
nation and the giver of their law. 


Footnote to the 
National Council Overture 


Meridian: From 6%%-1 to 3%-1 


The lone overture which reached the 
General Assembly in regard to the Na- 
tional Council of Churches had a hard 
time getting out of Mississippi. 


It originated in the session of the First 
church, Hattiesburg, and was placed in 
the hands of Meridian Presbytery’s 
standing committee on Bills and Over: 
tures. Members of the committee were 
Arthur M. Schneider, Jr., Pascagoula; 
Maynard M. Miller, Biloxi; and T. J. 
Wharton, Long Beach, all pastors. The 
Moderator was Grayson L. Tucker, 
Laurel pastor. 


The committee recommended by a 2-1 
vote that the Hattiesburg request be an- 
swered in the negative, with Mr. Whar- 
ton recorded in the minority. 


However, when the report was pre- 
sented the presbytery reversed its com- 
mittee and voted 34-10 to send the 
Hattiesburg overture to the Assembly— 
and it recorded the vote. (When the 
presbyteries voted on the Federal Council 
issue in 1947-8 Meridian voted 47-7 
against it. Progress?) 


Then when the Assembly received the 
overture it was denied unanimously both 
in the standing committee and in the 
Assembly itself: Some commissioners 
observed that a great deal of money had 
been spent on mimeographing and post- 
age in continued propaganda efforts to 


no avail, indeed, with diminishing re- , 


turns. 





Alliance Meeting Set for °54 


Next summer’s General Assembly of 
the World Presbyterian Alliance, sched- 
uled for Princeton, N. J., has been set for 
July 27-Aug. 5, just before the opening 
of the World Council of Churches in 
Evanston, IIl., Aug. 15-21. 
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e Explanatory statement by the Assembly’s Chairman of Cooperation and 
Union which was placed in the Minutes as the Plan was sent out for study. 


In Obedience to Our Church 


HAVE been given the privilege of a 

permanent committee chairman to ex- 
plain the committee’s recommendation 
which you have just heard from the re- 
port on cooperation and union. I thank 
you for this courtesy. 

You observe that the committee is 
asking a very simple and reasonable and, 
it believes, a really necessary thing— 
not an appraisal of the merits of the 
Plan of Union, but merely its reference 
for study to our church, which ordered 
the Plan created for that purpose. Our 
committee would be derelict in its duty 
were this request not made by it, and it 
would seem to us, as a committee, a re- 
fusal of the church’s expressed will to 
withhold this report from the very body 
whose life and destiny are to be affected 
by what is done with it. In that sense 
of profound responsibility, the committee 
is asking that the report be received and 
passed down to the church for a one- 
year period of study, criticism and sug- 
gestion so that the next Assembly may be 
prepared to act wisely touching its 
reference to the presbyteries for deci- 
sion. 

History Reviewed 

You must know something of the his- 
tory of this movement. Very shortly 
after the reunion of the. States whose 
severance was the occasion of the divid- 
ing of the church an attempt was made to 
reunite the Presbyterian family. It 
failed as did a dozen later efforts. These 
labors never once reached the stage of 
a formal plan which the churches could 
study, but they never ceased to arise, and 
it became obvious that the relation of 
our groups could not be settled by defer- 
ments. The judgment has deepened that 
appropriate committees must be set up 
and assigned the definite job of construct- 
ing a Plan of Union for the participating 
bodies to study. That conviction inspired 
this work and it has commended itself 
for every attempt made on any count 
to dissolve this committee or to curtail 
its mission has been decisively defeated, 
though the years have piled up since 
the original appointment, and some im- 
patience has doubtless been felt. 

In this venture our church took the 
initiative when in 1937 it ordered each 
synod to appoint a representative. That 


group of 17 was organized with Dr. Tom’ 


Currie as chairman and Dr. Dunbar Og- 
den as secretary. Its duty was two-fold: 
(1) to institute a systematic campaign 
of cooperation with other Reformed 
bodies who would join us in a quest of 
understanding and fellowship; and (2) 
to formulate the best possible Plan of 
Union with such bodies as would join 
us in the enterprise, and upon its com- 
pletion present it to the participating 
churches for their study and reaction. 
The USA group cordially accepted our 
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invitation, with the result that we were 
soon holding conferences to discover 
how far apart in doctrine and in atti- 
tudes the years had drawn our groups, 
and what radical adjustments, if any, 
would have to be made in the creation 
of a workable Plan of Reunion. 

That achievement was tedious for the 
reason that both committees were made 
up, generally speaking, of exceptionally 
distinguished churchmen who felt a sa- 
cred regard for every truth and tradi- 
tion of the respective churches. Every 
difference received meticulous examina- 
tion and only after five years was the 
first pattern given into the hands of the 
church for appraisal in 1943. A second 
altered Plan was offered for study in 
1947. And in 1949 a third revision was 
presented to the Assembly, and it was 
referred to the church for .a five-year 
period of study. It was then to be re- 
turned to this Assembly for appropriate 
action. 


Why Not Vote Now? 


You may be asking why then not send 
the issue down for decision by our pres- 
byteries without delay? The reason is 
that we do not have that Plan now at 
all. The 1951 Assembly charged the 
Permanent Committee, the USA concur- 
ring, to invite the United Presbyterian 
group to join our negotiating bodies in 
a three-way Plan of Union if it could be 
effected. Those good brethren accepted 
the invitation and the book in your hands 
is this Plan to make of the USA, the 
U.P., and our U. S. churches one na- 
tional body to be known as the Presby- 
terian Church of the United States. 

As thus presented, the Plan is new, 
having been distributed only a few weeks 
ago. Were decisive action taken upon 
it now, the charge could be fairly made 
that the church was not being given am- 
ple time to become familiar with it. It 
seemed to the committee that one year 
should be allowed for such examination 
and suggestion as may be desired. And, 
of course, the other two groups wish to 
make a study of the new product, just 
as we do. 

You should know also of the person- 
nel and the patient toil of those who 
over the years have given thought and 
love and prayer to this creation. Some 
of us, I realize, were just average folk, 
but always there were approved lead- 
ers in generous numbers, and they were 
conscious of the historic significance 
of their effort. It is our judgment that 
no other undertaking by either body has 
ever had more of scholarly thought, pure 
love for the Church of Christ, more sin- 
cere waiting upon the Holy Spirit for 
leadership than these who by this Plan 
sought to make one noble evangelical 


Presbyterian Church of the 
States. 

I mention a partial list of our more 
eminent men who for varying periods 
shared in the work. Our group had 
Drs. Tom Currie of Austin, Dunbar Og- 
den of New Orleans, who in turn were 
chairmen, now deceased; Drs. Guy Gilles- 
pie, Belhaven College, Frank Caldwell 
of Louisville, Judge Henderson of South 
Carolina; J. R. McCain of Agnes Scott, 
W. M. Elliott of Dallas, Charles King 
of Houston, Albert Kissling of Jackson- 
ville, E. T. Wellford of Newport News, 
James Murray of Lexington, Ben R. 
Lacy of Richmond, John Redhead of 
Greensboro — and as many more of 
worthy discernment and fidelity. 

The USA Church likewise felt the far- 
reaching nature of what was being pro- 
posed and selected a committee of extra- 
ordinary ability, spirituality and devo- 
tion. Among them for varying periods 
were Dr. Speer, of New York; Joe Vance, 
of Detroit; Drs. Mudge and William Bar- 
row Pugh and Blake from the executive 
office in Philadelphia; Drs. Coffin from 
New York, Anderson from Chicago, 
Hutchinson from Pittsburgh, Mackay 
from Princeton and Ralph Lloyd from 
Maryville. With this galaxy of great 
spirits were as many more who know 
Presbyterianism, who love Christ and 
who did their level best to perfect the 
Plan. 

The representatives of the United 
Church were as princely as could be 
found in the land, and we mention Dr. 
Bob Gibson of Monmouth College, O. H. 
Milligan, Stated Clerk, and Theo. Tay- 
lor of Pittsburgh as representatives. 


A Year of Study 


This request is our clear duty. Its ap- 
proval is yours, or so the committee be- 
lieves. When our Assembly ordered a 
five-year period of study it charged the 
entire church to refrain from propa- 
ganda, pleading either for the promo- 
tion of union or opposition to it. Over 
the same time and at other times the 
Assembly instructed the permanent com- 
mittee to broaden and quicken its work 
of cooperation and acquaintance. The 
Assembly’s thought was to increase our 
mutual understanding while preventing 
controversy until knowledge was at hand 
to warrant fair judgment of the wisdom 
of union. The issue is now confused 
and a year of prayerful education is 
needed to clarify our thinking. And on 
such a momentous matter our church 
must engage itself. No official group 
whose mind is distracted by many and 
diverse questions can of itself, without 
study, presume to interpret the mind of 
the people. And it is counted a sacred 
right by Presbyterians that they be 
given time and allowed to think and act 
for themselves. The true conviction of 
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our church will be known and registered: 
only as it is permitted to study plans 
and proposals submitted to it and sends 
to its courts those who speak its mind. 
The American spirit is not to follow 
any leader blindfold, but to have rep- 
resentatives do their will. 

This Plan, therefore, deserves the most 
careful and open-minded appraisal that 
the time and the capacity of the church 
can devote to it within a period of a 
year. And, of course, the other col- 
laborating bodies are making a similar 
request for the same purpose of decision 
next year. By the way, the USA As- 
sembly has heartily followed the recom- 
mendation, sending the Plan by urani- 
mous vote to the churches for study.* A 
most fruitful study it will be. You will 
be delighted to realize afresh that the 
Plan’s constitution is based upon the 
theological standards of the early un- 
divided body. No debate ever arose over 
the Word of God as our only infallible 
rule of faith and practice. The West- 
minster Confession of Faith and the 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms were 

*As also did the United Presbyterians— 
also unanimously. 


happily accepted as our church fathers 
gave them to us. And, as Dr. Frank 
Caldwell, to whom I will pay tribute as 
one of the most ardent and arduous and 
efficient workers in this kind of thing 
that could be found anywhere, our com- 
mittee’s most efficient secretary, ex- 
pressed it: “We all took equal pride in 
continuing the historic pattern of repre- 
sentative government by elders in a 
gradation of four judicatories; a Book 
of Discipline and Directory of Worship 
very similar to those of the mother 
church, as our guide in the united body.” 


No Basic Alterations 


We of the committee were astonished 
that our ninety years of separate exist- 
ence had witnessed no basic alterations 
in our faith. Thus the Plan of Union 
contains what has historically distin- 
guished our individual body from other 
Christian groups and given us our hon- 
ored sobriquet of “Presbyterian.” So 
patent was this feature that the U. P. 
Church accepted the two-way Plan of 
Union already completed as doctrinally 
identical with its Standards and came 
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Jehovah thy God in the midst of thee 
is a jealous God.—Deuteronomy 6:15. 


HE FACT that you and I are in 

church this morning means at least 
one thing—that the idea of God has a 
place in our minds. 

But the important question is: what 
else does it mean than just that? And 
this is a real question, because there are 
several ways of dealing with an idea 
that has entered our minds. We can, 
for example, find it to be disturbing, and 
thereupon eject it—and in the nature of 
the case, no idea could conceivably be 
more utterly disturbing to sinful man 
than the idea of a Holy God, so that it 
is entirely possible for us to repel the 
idea, just as the stony ground in the 
parable offered no soil for the strewn 
seed. Or, we can acknowledge its pres- 
ence, and then proceed to ignore it, until 
it slips away unnoticed like an unwanted 
guest—and it is entirely possible for us 
to be so concerned with matters of im- 
portance to ourselves that we barely have 
the time to nod to God—and one day we 
find that he has disappeared from our 
sight. 


Domesticating God 


Yet, perhaps we may claim that Chris- 
tians do not normally do either of these 
things. Our tendency is of a different 
kind—I shall call it the tendency, or the 
effort, to domesticate the idea of God. 

We are human; and one of the marks 
of humanity is its unceasing desire to 
subject to itself everything that is not 
human—hence the exploitation of the 
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discoveries of science, and hence also the 
domestication of the animal, the friendly 
dog, the useful horse and cow. 

And it is not wholly fantastic to sug- 
gest that the temptation characteristic to 
Christians is to try to do the same thing 
with God: so that as we seek to bring 
an animal under our control, teach it to 
serve our needs, to answer our whistle, 
to perform tricks for us, to become so- 
cially acceptable and decorative, until we 
become genuinely fond of it—so that as 
we do these things, we seek to bring God 
himself under our control, reducing him 
to a reflection of our ideas, summoning 
him to endorse our plans, to sanctify our 
intentions or our notions of national or 
racial purposes and status. 

In this way we contrive to make our- 
selves pretty comfortable with God. He 
demands no radical change in us, nor does 
he ask of us any service which we cannot 
easily supply. In this way we find that 
he is complaisant, permitting us to use 
him as a weapon to brandish in the faces 
of those who are our enemies, and suf- 
fering us to plaster labels all over him— 
Presbyterian, Baptist, Lutheran and so 
on—some three hundred such labels being 
currently used in the United States alone. 
Such is the domestication of the idea of 
God, in which every one of us is more 
or less involved. 


But It Won’t Do 


But there are several reasons why a 
Christian who is in carnest about his 
faith will not uccept the domesticated 
version of God. 

The Christian will not do so for the 





into the Plan as a third party with cer- 
tain changes of language and emphases 
of principles which were believed to en- 
rich the content of the agreement. 
Remember, brethren, our church initi- 
ated this movement and urged the set- 
ting up of the conferences which have 
resulted in this report. Over this long 
period of 16 years our church has or- 
dered its permanent committees to pro- 
mote cooperation and complete a Plan 
of Union which the church could study, 
and upon the basis of its intelligent judg- 
ment determine its course of procedure 
in due time relative to union. The other 
two groups have this identical report 
and recommendation before them. They 
have a right to expect that we shall 
carry through the original and persist- 
ently declared design of giving our peo- 
ple the fruit of our labor. Emphasize 
this, to approve the recommendation 
binds no man to a particular position 
touching the union of these collaborating 
churches. We are simply doing what 
we have been told to do by the church 
whose servants we are and whose plain 
orders neither our committee nor our 
church courts have any right to disobey. 


God 


simple reason that the domesticated God 
is a fraud and a deception. The God we 
have been talking about simply is not God 
at all. He is a myth, invented by man. 
That is what Amos saw, as he challenged 
_ the Israelites to abandon the worship at 
Bethel, because all that happened there 
was no more than an elaborate religious 
pandering to nationalism and the exploi- 
tation of helpless men. And so he called 
them to abjure all that and.to “seek him 
that maketh the seven stars and Orion 
. that calleth for 
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sea and poureth them out upon the face 
of the earth: the Lord is his name... .” 
And the same prophetic ecstasy gripped 
Isaiah, as he poured hot contempt on the 
pretensions of those men who would seek 
to control God, and cried out “What man 
has directed the spirit of the Lord, or 
being his counsellor has taught him?’ 

The Christian will refuse the small- 
scale, humanised version of God, because 
it is utterly inadequate for the real crises 
of life. The domesticated God may seem 
useful enough when we are well-fed and 
safe, and surrounded by friends and at 
peace with ourselves. But he is of no 
use at all when the great storms sweep 
over us, of no help when a man is far 
down in the black pit of exhaustion or 
loneliness, or when death, armed in all 
its horrors, is poised to smite us, or when 
we groan in that sickness which comes 
with the knowledge that we are sinners. 

This is what Jeremiah meant when he 
assailed the facile optimism of the 
preachers of his own day—men who, he 
says, “have healed the hurt of the daugh- 
ter of my people slightly, saying ‘Peace, 
Peace,’ when there is no peace.” Their 
proclamation of God was miserably in- 
adequate for the needs of that hour, and 
so is ours today if it reflects no more than 
our own wishful thinking, or a cheap and 
easy doctrine that Christianity guaran- 
tees material success and so-called peace 
of mind. 


Can God Be Jealous? 


Thus, we return to our text: “Jehovah 
thy God is a jealous God.” 

Now, “jealous” is surely a strange 
word to apply to God. We abhor jealousy 
in human nature, rightly regarding it as 
a symptom of the mean, possessive, 
domineering,. untrusting spirit, and abso- 
lutely destructive of love. How can we 
possibly apply such a word to God? 


Yet the Bible does speak of the jeal- 
ousy of God. not once or twice, but re- 
peatedly. The Bible is the Word of a 
God who will not suffer himself to be con- 
fused with other gods, nor permit him- 
self to be manipulated by man. The God 
who meets us through the Word of the 
Bible is not to be reduced to man’s scale, 
confined within the limits of man’s moral 


Report April-May Gifts 


Two months of the current church year 
show the following receipts reported by 
Assembly agencies: 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville) , $22,- 
972; decrease from last year, $3,630. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $50,643; 
decrease, $1,310. Chaplains and Military 
Personnel, $1,052; decrease, $1,671. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $18,- 
783; decrease, $1,430. 

General Fund (Atlanta), $34,289; in- 
crease, $2,779. Interchurch Agencies, 
$1,895; increase, $323. 

World Missions (Nashville) , $203,670; 
increase, $33,664. 


$2,000,000 
Mark Is Passed 


With the Assembly’s September 1 
deadline still two months away, the Ne- 
gro Work campaign has already recorded 
over-subscription of its $2,000,000 goal, 
according to an announcement from At- 
lanta headquarters. 

Cash and pledges received by late 
June amounted to $2,050,731, with many 
churches yet to report. Total funds re- 
ceived will be divided between Stillman 
College, Tuscaloosa, Ala., and the As- 
sembly’s Division of Negro Work for the 
development of new Negro churches. 





judgments. The Bible is the Word of a 
God who is utterly free. 

This means that the idea which lies 
behind our presence in church—the idea 
of God—is one which quite simply and 
categorically claims unconditional posses- 
sion of our minds. It means that God, 
because he is God, has the sovereign 
right to our utter and unquestioning sub- 
mission, so that every attempt to sub- 
jugate or control him for our ends must 
stand condemned as radical sin. 

There is a severity and ruthlessness 
about this which may apvpall us, but which 
we cannot evade. It is the severity which 
gives the Old Testament its austerity, 
and it is the ruthlessness which our Lord 
Jesus Christ exhibits in his unqualified 
“without me ye can do nothing .. . no 
man cometh to the Father but by me.” 

The jealousy of God is that which 
brings torment and glory to his people, 
Israel. And that same jealousy in Jesus 
Christ brings torment and glory to the 
new Israel, to his church, to you and me. 
Torment, certainly: for the absolute 
claim of Jesus Christ to the Lordship of 
our lives is bound to make us continually 
ask, What are we worshipping? We 
know that in fact we worship that to 
which we are paying most attention; and 
that this is not necessarily what we pro- 
fess to worship, or even what we believe 
we are worshipping. The actual object 
of our worship is that which actually 
absorbs us, commanding our efforts and 











J UNE’s preacher from The Outlook Pulpit is associate professor of Bible 
in Davidson College. He was born in Oban, Argyll, Scotland; educated at Edin- 
burgh (M.A. and B.D); served as assistant pastor in College church, Edin- 
burgh, and Clifton Street church, Belfast, Ireland, then minister at Slamannan 
until he became a chaplain in the British Army in 1939. 
he served with the First Battalion, the King’s Own Scottish Borderers, at 
Dunkirk and in the D-Day assault. Later he was on the Rhine Army HQ staff 
of Field Marshall Montgomery, as liaison officer with German Evangelical 
churches until he was transferred to the civilian military government where 
he directed the work of the Evangelical Section of the Religious Affairs Branch. 
In 1947 he was appointed secretary for Germany of the World Council of 
Churches’ Reconstruction Department, Geneva. Next year he served as a 
consultant at the Amsterdam Assembly and in December, 1948, he came to the 
U.S.A. Here he was assistant pastor in the First church, Lynchburg, Va., 
until he joined the Davidson faculty in 1949. This summer Mr. Wilson is back 
in his native Scotland while his wife (the former Madeline Hamaker of Lynch- 
burg) and four children are in Montreat. 


In that assignment 








JULY 6, 1953 


imagination and emotion and skill. And 
by such a test, most of us are more or 
less idolatrous, because our lives are 
absorbed in gaining material things, or 
in gratifying ourselves, or perhaps in 
the apparently nobler activity of hallow- 
ing and uplifting our nation or race as 
if they were eternal ends in themselves. 

It is of all such things that God is 
jealous. Hence the church is tormented, 
for we are all men, with our full share of 
materialism, and self-interest, and at- 
tachment to our human groupings. May 
God have mercy on the man who is un- 
aware of this torment! 


Source of Glory 


The jealousy of God is also the source 
of his church’s glory. This is the over- 
whelming discovery of all who take God 
seriously. We discover that God, de- 
manding all and forever summoning us 
to new enterprises of the spirit, inescap- 
able in his jealousy, is a God who re- 
quires the surrender of all false gods— 
but not in order to annihilate them . 
for much rather he blesses them, trans- 
forms them, restores them to us as a 
lively gift from himself. For, if this 
world and the things of this world can no 
longer command our undivided interest, 
it is only that God may give his world 
back to us—“all things are yours”—suf- 
fused with new mystery and wonder, 
alive with intimations of the Kingdom 
of Heaven: and if we can no longer give 
unconditional allegiance to any nation or 
to any other ephemeral human group, it 
is only that we may come to know the 
nation or the human group as instru- 
ments in God’s providential purpose, the 
raw materials or the strange foreshadow- 
ing of the communion of saints. 

And if that hardest of surrenders is re- 
quired, and we must lose ourselves, ab- 
jure the sovereignty of our own wills, it is 
in very truth that we may find ourselves, 
at long last, for when we abandon our- 
selves we do so into the strong hands of 
God, into his purity and eternal life. 
Buptized into the death of Christ, we 
know ourselves to be at last and eternally 
alive in him. 

The jealousy of God is the jealousy of 
God. It is holy. It is another name for 
the love, that refuses to abandon us to 
Satan, that claims us for life and blessed- 
ness. 
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EDITORIAL 





Interpreting the Assembly (1) 


This week and next we hope to stress. 
a few of the actions which were taken 
in what everybody rightly regards as a 
remarkable meeting of the General As- 
sembly. It may be that these evident 
feelings of satisfaction arise because 
many people were fearful of some un- 
happy results as the opening date 
neared. These may have indicated in- 
adequate information or inadequate faith 
in God. At any rate, we can all be 
grateful to the Great Head of the 
Church for an occasion that brought 
inspiration and new horizons to church- 
men from far and near. 

For the most part, this Assembly 
completed its own work, in contrast to 
some that pass the buck to subsequent 
Assemblies via the route of ad interim 
committees. Two reports came before 
the meeting needing some additional 
spade work but the work was done dur- 
ing the meeting and in only one case 
was another ad interim assignment 
made. 

All Assemblies demand hard work 
of their commissioners but the 93rd 
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was probably one of the most strenuous 
—certainly for some of the committees. 
Nevertheless, the spirit and persever- 
ance of commissioners were of a high 
order and the results of the week’s work 
should give us cause for thanksgiving. 


POOLED RESOURCES. The pre-Assembly 
conference on evangelism appears to be 
a well-established feature. This year’s 
program was well planned and the able 
leaders made contributions that will be 
far-reaching. One obvious feature was 
the sharing of leadership with the United 
and USA Presbyterian directors of evan- 
gelism and the use of the USA church’s 
minister-at-large, Louis H. Evans, in 
three inspiring addresses. Last year’s 
directive to the Board of Church Exten- 
sion to work with USA and Unted boards 
and agencies in all possible ways appears 
to be opening many doors and demon- 
strating some of the values which can 
be realized when we share more widely 
our resources of faith and personnel. 

“AMERICA FOR CHRIST.” In this same 
connection, the further directive to the 
Board of Church Extension should kindle 
our imaginations as we think of that na- 
tionwide, county-by-county survey of the 
needs of our land in cooperation with 
USA and United Presbyterians (Outlook, 
June 29). This action, based on an over- 
ture from Dallas Presbytery, can lead us 
to some amazing results. We do not want 
to discuss the matter here but we will 
be doing so in connection with an arti- 
cle prepared for us by Thomas W. Cur- 
rie, Dallas minister, who, we understand, 
was responsible for the overture. Dr. 
Currie was one of three men, some 
years back, who had a great deal to do 
with dramatizing the church-wide need 
for what came into being as our Pro- 
gram of Progress. 


CHURCH PROPERTY. Once more, as it 
has done time after time, the Assembly 
took its stand overwhelmingly against 
any idea of congregationalism in our 
church. This came in the adoption of 
the ad interim report on church prop- 
erty, giving us a brief and clear state- 
ment of what has always been our Pres- 
byterian policy on this subject. The state- 
ment has been carried here in full (June 
8, 22), making it obvious that a congre- 
gation does own its property so long as 
it is a congregation of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., and if there is a split in 
the congregation, the true body is that 
which is recognized by the courts of our 
church. Two words in the report were 
needlessly troublesome: beneficial and 
tenure. “The beneficial ownership” is 
said to be in the congregation. No, said 
opponents, the ownership is not benefi- 
cial but absolute. It was not made clear, 
as it well might have been, that a congre- 
gation’s trustees hold legal title to the 
property under the congregation’s in- 
structions. Trustees are the bare holders 
of the legal title and the question is, 
who is the beneficial holder? The state- 
ment makes it clear that the congrega- 





tion is, since the trustees can take no 
action without the instruction of the 
congregation and the review of the civil 
courts. Tenure was needlessly injected 
into the discussion where the declara- 
tion says, “In every instance nothing in 
the manner of tenure of such property 

. shall be in violation” of the obliga- 
tion to the church at large as estab- 
lished by our constitution. Tenure sim- 
ply means “manner of holding” and 
ought not to be the source of any trouble. 
Root of the whole question, as Mr. 
Wright said, is who is the congregation? 
There is no hesitation at that point. 
The civil courts, without exception, rec- 
ognize the authority of the ecclesiasti- 
cal courts to determine who is the con- 
gregation, and the 1953 statement says 
so. 


PROSPECTS FOR UNION. Every friend 
of Presbyterian reunion and even those 
who regard it as inevitable must have 
felt encouraged by the obvious unity of 
spirit and mutual consideration demon- 
strated on this issue. How many people 
who did not favor the step, who now favor 
it, who can say? Everybody recognizes 
that differences of opinion will be ex- 
pressed — with consideration and _ re- 
straint, to be sure—and that all together 
will seek to find and follow the will of 
of God. One thing appears to be even 
more clear than it was before: Whatever 
the decision, the church will remain 
united. Our people are Presbyterians 
and their ordination vows they take seri- 
ously. When they accept “the system” 
they accept the system of our church gov- 
ernment and are loyal to it. Therefore, 
they are not to be parties to fragmentiz- 
ing units when a vote goes against them. 
It was widely talked at Montreat, as 
though it had just been discovered, that 
Dr. (L. Nelson) Bell had said he would 
not leave the church in the event of union. 
Of course not. Very few people would 
take such a step and the basic constitu- 
tional requirements of our Book of 
Church Order make it abundantly clear 
that none of us will be uniting or “forc- 
ing” anybody else to unite until the 
church is overwhelmingly for it. To 
talk otherwise is to deny what ought to 
be obvious to all. At the same time, it 
would seem that there is a tide of the 
Spirit, not only in our church but in our 
world, drawing closer together the 
broken bonds of church families and 
revealing anew the way in which those 
who love and seek to serve the Lord 
Jesus are brethren who know a oneness 
that the world can neither give nor take 
away. 





NEXT WEEK— 
These features from the recent 
Assembly : 
Dr. Thompson’s discussion of Di- 
vorce and Re-Marriage; 
Dr. Blake’s fraternal greetings; 


More editorial interpretations. 
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No. 3 in a series on Foreordination and Freedom 


WHAT DOES OUR CREED SAY? 


(a) The Westminster Standards of 1648 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





HE PRESBYTERIAN creed, more 

commonly called the Standards, 
comprised in the Confession of Faith, 
the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, was 
first completed in England in 1648, by a 
large group of theologians (“divines’’) 
working by direction of Parliament. 
Their results were submitted to Parlia- 
ment and approved. Later these same 
standards were adopted by the American 
Presbyterian church and are still the 
doctrinal basis of the proposed union of 
the USA, U. S. and United branches of 
our denomination. This creed has been 
revised at various times, most recently 
(in the U. S. church) in 1939, 1942 and 
1944. 

Being, as a whole, a “Credo,” it is 
chiefly affirmation rather than argument 
or explanation. It is not a theological 
treatise, still less a work on the phi- 
losophy of religion. Hence we must not 
expect it to answer or even to discuss 
the questions it raises. By its own show- 
ing (see the previous article in this se- 
ries, “Presbyterian Creed’’) it is designed 
to be a help, not a rule, of faith and 
practice. Not all its statements are ac- 
cepted by all Presbyterians. It remains, 
however, the official statement of the 
church’s understanding of God’s Word. 
So, when Presbyterians are discussing 
foreordination, they will of course want 
to know what the creed has to say. 

[Note: In references below, SC = 
Shorter Catechism, LC = Larger Cate- 
chism, CF = Confession of Faith.] 

Let us look first at the older part of 
the Standards, dating from 1648. We 
read in SC 7: “The decrees of God are 
his eternal purpose, ‘according to the 
counsel of his will, whereby, for his own 
glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever 
comes to pass.” That is clear and compre- 
hensive, whether you believe it or not; 
no exceptions are noted. LC 12 makes 
this even stronger: “... hath unchange- 
ably foreordained whatsoever cometh to 
pass in time... .” 

CF III.1 says exactly the same thing: 
“God from all eternity did. . . unchange- 
ably ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” 
But unlike the Catechisms, the Confes- 
sion does not end the sentence at that 
point. After “comes to pass” there is a 
semicolon, and after it these words: “yet 
so as thereby neither is God the author of 
sin; nor is violence offered to the will of 
the creatures, nor is the liberty and con- 
tingency of second causes taken away, 
but rather established.” That is to say: 
God foreordained (rendered absolutely 
and unchangeably certain the future oc- 
currences) every event that is, was or 
will be; but God is not the originator of 
sin, and freedom is a reality. 
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Now there are at least two possible ex- 


planations of this apparent contradic- 


tion. Either the Fathers of 1648 meant 
to say: God foreordains all things, e-x- 
cept sin and free actions; or they simply 
affirmed their belief in these two incom- 
patibles, complete foreordination and the 
existence of real freedom, and left the 
paradox for the individual Christian 
thinker to work out as best he can. 


T DOES seem clear that to the writers 

of this creed, foreordination is the 
dominant fact. For they go on to say 
(CF III.3) that “some men and angels 
are predestinated unto everlasting life, 
and others foreordained unto everlasting 
death.”. In CF III.4 this is rubbed in 
and made unmistakably plain: ‘These 
angels and men, thus predestinated and 
foreordained, are particularly and un- 
changeably designed, and their number 
is so certain and definite that it cannot 
be either increased ov diminished.” 

This means flatly that every man’s des- 
tiny is foreordained individually. Each 
living human being is already unchange- 
ably destined either to eternal life or 
everlasting death. As Calvin put it, 
God creates some men for salvation, he 
creates others for damnation. 

It will be shown next week that this 
extreme (if logical) statement does not 
express the mind of the Presbyterian 
church today. But now we simply point 
out this official statement: that God 
foreordains all things, yet not so as 
to be the author of sin, and not so as to 
do violence to any creature’s freedom. 
In all the revisions of the creed, this 
puzzling combination-statement was al- 
lowed to stand without question. 

If in CF III.3 and 4 the Fathers of 
1648 seem to favor complete foreordina- 
tion as the final answer, there are other 
places where this may seem to be in 
doubt. There is a whole chapter (XI) 
on Free Will. Our creed is properly 
much more interested in man’s freedom 
to choose between (eternal) life and 
death, between saving good and destruc- 
tive evil, than in such questions as 
whether a motorist at a crossroad, or a 
diner at a cafeteria, is free to make his 
selection, or was from eternity foreor- 
dained to choose as he does. 

In the chapter on Free Will the prob- 
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lem is set in terms of the choices that lead 
men to God or away from him. CF XI.1 
says that man has been endowed with 
“natural. liberty” and not “forced nor by 
any absolute necessity of nature deter- 
mined to good or evil.” The history of 
mankind as a whole (especially redeemed 
mankind) is seen by the CF as divided 
into four “states”: Innocency (before 
the first sin); Sin (every man’s condi- 
tion before conversion); Grace (after 
conversion, in this life); Glory (after 
death). In Innocency, man was free to 
choose good or evil. In Sin, man is un- 
able to “will any spiritual good accom- 
panying salvation.” (CF VI.4 makes this 
much stronger, by declaring that as sin- 
ners we are “utterly indisposed, dis- 
abled, and made opposite to all good, and 
wholly inclined to all evil.”) In Grace, 
the Christian is enabled freely to will 
and to do what is spiritually good, though 
never perfectly. In Glory, and only in 
Glory, is man “free to good alone” (and 
by inference, not free to choose evil). 


HERE ARE other places in the creed 
of 1648 which assumed some free- 
dom even for sinners, as e.g., LC 96. On 
the other hand, there are passages in 
which God’s foreordination takes first 
place. For instance (CF VII.3) God 
promises to give the Holy Spirit to “allt 
those that are ordained unto life.” In 
CF XII.1 God is said to call out of their 
state of sin “all those whom God hath 
predestinated unto life, and those only.” 
CF XII.4 says baldly (sic) that “others 
not elected ... never truly come to Christ 
and therefore cannot be saved,” and it 
is quite clear from the whole chapter 
that the root-reason why the unsaved do 
not “truly come” is that God did not so 
foreordain it—they are not among the 
eternally chosen. 
So the Presbyterian creed, in its orig- 
inal form, leaves us with the same prob- 
lem we found in the Bible, posed, if pos- 
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sible, more sharply. God’s foreordina- 
tion of all things is affirmed, and along 
with it man’s freedom and responsibility. 
Yet at crucial points the Standards come 
out with statements which lean away 
from freedom toward foreordination. 
Do the contemporary revisions of this 
creed indicate any change of view on the 
part of the contemporary church? This 
question must be left for another time. 


CHURCH NEWS 


W. Va. Men Get 250 to 
Charleston Meeting 


West Virginia Newsletter 





West Virginia’s Presbyterian men met 
recently in their first annual conference 
in a two-day meeting in Charleston. H. O. 
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Ruffner, president of the synod council, 
and his fellow-officers planned and carried 
out a program that attracted 250 men. 
Speakers at the meeting included Frank 
W. Price, now the Assembly’s Moderator; 
Judge MacSwinford, Cynthiana, Ky.; S. J. 
Patterson, Jr., the Assembly’s director of 
men’s work; and three West Virginia 
pastors: C. H. Patterson, Bluefield; 
Walter W. White, South Charleston; and 
Andrew R. Bird, Jr., Huntington. Every- 
body felt that the organized work across 
the synod received a decided boost from 
this meeting. 


D&E Seeks to Get 
Executive V-P 


Recent actions at Davis and Elkins 
College include plans to obtain an execu- 
tive vice-president, installation of J. E. 
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Nicholson as comptroller, abolition of in- 
tercollegiate football, and the recognition 
of the institution’s 50th anniversary. 


U.S.-USA Ministers 


Hold Joint Retreat 


Presbyterian U. S., and USA ministers 
from over the state—about 40 of them— 
met recently at Jackson’s Mill for what 
has come to be an annual meeting of 
great value in welding Presbyterian 
forces into a cooperative group. At this 
three-day meeting David B. Walthall, of 
the Richmond education staff, spoke on 
“Jesus, the Master Teacher”; Ernest 
Trice Thompson, of Union Seminary, on 
“The Challenge of the Sects”; and 
Morgan Phelps Noyes, Montclair, N. J., 
on “The Public Worship of God.” 


Dollar-a-Head Is Asked 
For Bluestone Camp Site 


Synod’s men are carrying on their 
efforts to see an adequate camp site de- 
veloped near the Bluestone Dam site 
where summer conferences and other 
meetings can be held. They are now ask- 
ing every man in the synod to contribute 
one dollar toward the project. Work 
camps have been conducted on the site 
for the past two summers and much 
preparatory work has been accomplished. 
Elkins. WARNER DUBOsE, JR. 


Mackay Says Unity Is 
Not Christian Goal 


Princeton, N. J. (RNS) —John A. 
Mackay, president of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary and moderator of the 
Presbyterian USA General Assembly, 
said here that “unity in itself can never 
be a Christian goal.” 

Dr. Mackay told the Presbyterian 
Synod of New Jersey at its annual meet- 
ing that the sources of Christian unity 
are found in a common commitment to 
Jesus Christ on the part of all Christians 
and in a sense of belonging together to a 
community called the church. 

Defining the Christian Church as “basi- 
cally an instrument of God’s purpose that 
does not exist for itself,” he added it 
should be a perfectly unified organiza- 
tion in order to be an instrument in God’s 
hands. 

“When we Presbyterians think of Pres- 
byterian union or reunion as we do at the 
present time,” Dr. Mackay said, “we do 
not want to constitute a great united 
church for the glory of Presbyterianism 
or for its greater social, cultural, or 
political influence. 

“We want Presbyterians to be united 
in order that, as a united body, we may 
better serve Christ and the Church Uni- 
versal and meet more fully the deeper 
needs of man.” 


Minnesota Synod 


Backs Dr. Turck 


St. .Paul, Minn.—Charles J. Turck, 
president of Macalester College, Presby- 
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terian-related institution here, received a 
unanimous vote of confidence from dele- 
gates to the annual meeting of the Pres- 
byterian Synod of Minnesota. 


The synod resolution said the Mac- 
alester president, named in a _ recent 
magazine article dealing with Commu- 
nism in American colleges, is “a most 


able leader, a loyal American and a sin- 
cere and devout Christian.” 


Dr. Turck is a former president of the 
National Council of Presbyterian Men 
and of the Association of American Col- 
leges, and is active in Protestants and 
Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State. He had been de- 
scribed in the magazine article as a lead- 


ing figure in the “Communist apparatus” 


_of the United States. 


The synod voted to ask Congress to 
amend federal Social Security laws so 
clergymen may participate on a volun- 
tary basis. 

It also called for revision of America’s 
immigration laws, saying the “national 
origins” quota system is no longer rele- 
vant. : 











BUT PRIDE IS 


NOT 


OUR FLAG 


IS THE SIGN OF FREEDOM 
AROUND THE WORLD 


We are justly proud of our emblem and what it 
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promise of liberty and justice for all. 


ENOUGH! 


Freedom so dearly won must be greatly cherished. Where are those 


who will do in the future what our fathers did in the past? 
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answer is that many of them are now students in our church colleges 
In these institutions they not only learn from books, 
but they find the truth which shall make them free as well as that 
fear of the Lord which is the beginning of all wisdom. 
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KEEP OUR FREEDOM BY KEEPING CHRIST IN ALL EDUCATION 
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Churches Are Asked to 
Act to Safeguard Rights 


Clinton, N. Y. (RNS)—A resolution 
calling upon churches to protect the right 
to free speech of religious and other 
leaders in the community was adopted by 
the Presbyterian Synod of New York at 
its annual meeting here. 


The resolution also urged that the 
opportunity to enter evidence in their 
own protection should be given to persons 
under public attack from any quarter. 


Eugene Carson Blake of Philadelphia, 
Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian, USA 
General Assembly, told the delegates that 
“we .chur leaders are under a more 
severe attack than ever before in the 
history of the Republic.” 


“We who consider ourselves the bul- 
wark of democracy are being charged 
with being unpatriotic, pink, subvervise 
and ineffectual,” he said. “What is worse, 
these charges are being believed by 
leaders of the State and by some ignorant 
members of our own churches.” 


Dr. Blake said the attacks can best 
be met by faithful preaching “of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, with its full 
economic and social implications.” 
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No. 47 in a series on congregational singing 


How to Play Hymns 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


9. The Hymn Player in Worship 
(Continued from June 22) 


The Break Between Stanzas 


Having played the tune over, in en- 
tirety or in part, the pianist is ready for 
a good clean start with the congregation. 
The people will learn to come together 
with him for a splendid attack on the 
first note if he establishes a definite 
length of time between all stanzas and 
consistently sticks to it. There should be 
no variation in this interval, even if the 
hymnal has to be adjusted, organ stops 
added, or a signal given the singers to 
stand. 


Allow enough time at the end of stan- 
zas for a comfortable breath by the con- 
gregation. This normal “refueling” of 
breath is well-nigh impossible if the 
pianist observes precisely the time value 
of the last note. and moves relentlessly 
into the next stanza. Yet some pianists 
consistently do this, you know. With 
such teaching and practice I heartily dis- 
agree. 
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No Retard at End of Stanzas 


There should be little, preferably no 
retard at the end of any stanza except 
the last. Keep the tempo up, otherwise 
inertia, ever-present in a congregation, 
will assert itself in a marked slowing 
down at the end of the first stanza. When 
the second stanza begins, it is difficult 
to recapture the initial vitality of rhythm. 
It is better to reserve the retard for the 
last phrase of the last stanza. Then the 
singers will respond to a broadening of 
tempo. A splendid climax will have been 
achieved. 


How to Play Amens 


An amen is an integral part of a hymn 
and thus it should reflect the character 
and mood of the hymn. If the tune is 
majestic, the amen should be sounded 
with equal loftiness and confidence. A 
more reflective hymn needs a quieter, but 
vital, amen. We should do away with the 
type of devitalized amen heard in so 
many of our churches. The main reason 
why it is sung so weakly (or not sung 
at all) is that the congregational support 
has been removed by so much reduction 
of piano or organ tone. The man in the 
pew therefore feels quite uncertain as to 
just when each syllable of the amen is 
to be uttered and so he does not sing at 
all. Firm leadership at the keyboard 
and some verbal reassurance and instruc- 
tion of the congregation can overcome 
this desultory practice. 

As some pianists approach the two 
chords of the amen, they strike the bass 
note of the first chord before the other 
parts of the chord are sounded. This 
preliminary bridge note reassures the 
members of the congregation that the 
amen is to follow and it helps them to 
time their entrance upon it. 
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DAVIS AND ELKINS 
COLLEGE 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes, Christian 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing climate; 
modern buildings; excellent equip- 
ment. . 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 
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One World in Christ 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for July 19, 1953 
Ephesians 1:15-2:22. Print 2:8-10, 13-22 
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We are living in a world which is di- 
vided and torn—torn by internal dissen- 
sions and divided into two armed camps, 
maintaining an uneasy truce, erupting 
at times into a violence that threatens 
to engulf the world. Is there any hope 
for a world society in which peace and 
brotherhood may prevail? Some say 
that thére is no such hope, unless one 
nation or group of nations imposes its 
will by force upon the rest of mankind. 
Others trust that a world government, 
able to “underwrite the national safety 
and internal sovereignty of all nations” 
and “with authority to act effectively 
to prevent war or the threat of war,” 
may emerge by more peaceful means out 
of our present United Nations. 

In his letter to the Ephesians the 
Apostle Paul tells us that it is God’s 
ultimate purpose to “gather together in 
one all things in Christ” (KJV) or, as 
the RSV renders it, “to unite all things 
in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth” (1:10), and that this purpose 
is to be realized in and through ‘the 
church. Let us think for a moment of 
what this means for our own day. 

When Paul says that it is God’s pur- 
pose to unite all things in Christ, he 
means that 

“All things, as they are brought into 
their true relation to him, are also 
brought into their true relation to one 
another and so into an all-embracing 
harmony. This is the destined issue of 
creation, the end for which the universe 
was brought forth; in this the mind of 
God is at last revealed and his glory 
manifested in the grace which pianned 
and is carrying out so great a design.” 
(Francis W. Beare in The Interpreter’s 
Bible) 

In chapters 1-3 Paul proceeds to de- 
scribe certain essential steps toward the 
realization of this glorious end. 


The First Step 


The first step was the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead (1:15-23). 
God has made him to sit at his right 
hand, says Paul, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion and 
every name that is named, and has put 
all things in subjection under his feet, 
and has given him to be head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him that some day will 
fill all in all. In other words, the church 
is the organ through which or in which 
Christ manifests his presence and power 
in the. world, and by which he will ulti- 
mately bring to fulfillment his divine 
purpose to unite all things in him. 


The Second Step 


The second step, as outlined by Paul, 
is the salvation of individual men and 
women through the power of the risen 
Christ (2:1-10). 

When I was in college I became in- 
spired by a vision of human brotherhood. 
JULY 6, 1953 


I went to graduate school and majored 
in sociology because I then thought that 
what was most needed was a change in 
man’s environment, a practical applica- 
tion of the teachings of Jesus Christ. 
I have never lost the conviction that 
much in man’s environment needs to be 
transformed, but I have come to see 
more clearly that our basic need is for 
changed individuals, for men and women 
in every walk of life who love God and 
their fellowmen. Certainly the world 
will not be “saved” apart from “saved” 
individuals. 

In the Bible the word “salvation” (or 
the verb “save’”) was not a technical 
theological term. It was a term used 
in ordinary speech, referring to deliver- 
ance from some sort of evil. The particu- 


lar evils from-which one was delivered:- 


or saved might and did differ, and must 
be made clear by the speaker or writer. 
In the present instance the context re- 
veals what kind of salvation Paul was 
thinking about. It was not salvation 
from sickness and pain, or poverty and 
want, or anxiety and fear, not primarily 
even escape from future torment that 
Paul here has in mind, though in one 
sense or another all of these are in- 
volved; it is rather deliverance from 
spiritual death, from a life of sinful 
self-indulgence, a deliverance that begins 
here and is completed in the life beyond. 

Paul traces this salvation back to God 
who chose us in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world (1:4); who made 
us alive with Christ; who raised us up 
and made us to sit with Christ in the 
heavenly places (2:4-5). We are his 
workmanship, he concludes in 2:10. 

What prompts God to save man from 
moral and spiritual death? It is his 
mercy (4), his love (4), his kindness (7), 
his grace (7-8), says Paul. Mercy de- 
scribes the divine pity for feeble, suffer- 
ing men; Love, his overwhelming desire 
for men’s total good; but Grace (Paul’s 
favorite word for describing the source 
of our salvation) is a greater word than 
any of these. It is kindness, but kind- 
ness toward the undeserving; it is mercy, 
but while “mercy forgives sin and res- 
cues the sinner from eternal darkness 
and death,” grace “floods with affection 
the sinner who has deserved anger and 
resentment”; it is love but a love which 
passes beyond all claims to love, a “love 
which after fulfilling the obligations im- 
posed by law has an inexhausted wealth 
of kindness” still (Dale). 

“The Apostle is not content with stat- 
ing the great truth once for all. He 
states it affirmatively and then nega- 
tively; then affirmatively again and 
closes. with a final negation. ‘By grace 
have ye been saved’ and to exclude the 
possibility of missing his meaning, he 
adds, ‘not of yourselves.’ This is not 
enough: ‘It is the gift of God’; nor is 
this enough; to make it clear that the 
gift is absolutely free, he adds, ‘not of 
works that no man should giory.’ Even 


now he is not satisfied: the good works 
which are possible to us cannot be the 
ground and condition of salvation, for 
they are its result: ‘We are his work- 
manship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good words, which God afore prepared 
that we should walk in them.’” 


Paul is determined that Christians 
shall realize that it is God’s power. which 
works within them, that salvation is a 
gift of God’s grace and not a result of 
his own efforts; he also makes -it clear, 
here as elsewhere, that faith is necessary 
for the working of his power in our 
lives. We are saved by grace through 
faith (vs. 8). Faith is the condition, 
the medium, the instrument, the chan- 
nel, our acceptance of the gift which 
God is ready to bestow, but will never 
force upon us against our will. 

What does God expect our salvation 
to accomplish? He has raised us up 
with Christ and made us to sit with him 
in the heavenly places, says Paul, that 
in the ages to come he might show the 
exceeding riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus (vs. 7). That 
is, only eternity can reveal what God 
has in store for us through Christ. For 
the present it transcends all description. 
But this much is apparent now—we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Je- 
sus for good works (vs. 10). . Good 
works—the manifestation of our love 
toward God and man—are the outcome, 
not the cause of our salvation; but be- 
cause they are the outcome, they are also 
the test of our salvation. If faith does 
not produce good works, better, if faith 
does not allow the love, the mercy, the 
grace of God to produce good works, then 
it is not saving faith. 


The Third Step 


It is God’s ultimate purpose, we have 
seen, to unite all mankind in Christ. 
The first step in the realization of this 


purpose was the resurrection of Jesus 


Christ from the dead. The second step 
is the salvation of individual men and 
women through the power of the risen 
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Christ. The third step is the formation 
of the church, in which human differ- 
ences are transcended, and the possibility 
of human brotherhood is manifested to 
all mankind. (2:11-22; 3:7-10) 

The middle wall of partition (KJV) 
or the dividing wall of hostility (RSV) 
to -which Paul refers in 2:14 was the 
wall which excluded Gentiles from the 
temple in Jerusalem. It bore an inscrip- 
tion which read as follows: “No man 
of another race is to proceed within the 
partition and enclosing wall about the 
sanctuary; and anyone arrested there 
will have himself to blame for the pen- 
alty of death which will be imposed as 
a consequence.” This temple wall was 
a. token of the whole system of legal 
observances and religious and _ social 
taboos, which created and perpetuated 
enmity or hostility between Jew and 
Gentile which had now been done away 
with by the life and death of Jesus. 

Jesus has broken down the barriers 
that divide man from his fellowmen, par- 
ticularly here the barrier that divided 
Jew and Gentile. As a consequence 
he has “created in himself one new man 
in place of the two,” a new humanity, 
that is, in which the ancient divisions 
of race and religion are transcended, 
and he has reconciled a once-divided 
humanity to God and therefore to one 
another. Jew and Gentile, once bitterly 
estranged, are now brought together into 
a single worshipping community, and are 
likened by Paul to a temple, a universal 
house of worship, inhabited by the Spirit 
of God. The temple however is not com- 
plete. The church, into which members 
of different races are incorporated, has 
been built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus him- 
self being the chief cornerstone, and is 
growing into a holy temple in the Lord— 
a temple in which God’s purpose for the 
ultimate reconciliation of all mankind 
will ultimately be effected. (2:19-22) Each 
believer in Christ, Paul indicates, must 
allow himself to be built into this grow- 
ing temple and thus to aid in its further 
progress for God does not dwell in houses 
made with hands (Acts 7:48); his true 
habitation is the fellowship of men and 
women reconciled to God and therefore 
to one another through Jesus Christ 
(Eph. 2:22). 


The Present Task 


Paul has been speaking of the dif- 
ference between Jew and Gentile, over- 
come in Christ, because that was the 
greatest problem in his own day. It is 
quite plain that if he were speaking in 
our day, he would speak of the differences 
in race and nationality and class which 
divide our modern world. 

Two facts stand out. Brotherhood 
can become actual, in the long run, only 
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when men know themselves to be, and 
in fact are, sons of God. Within the 
church that brotherhood must become an 
actual fact. We cannot allow social or 
racial distinctions within the body of 
Christ. To do so is to deny its essential 
nature as the body of Christ, “the full- 
ness of him who fills all in all” (1:22) 
and to thwart its very purpose in God’s 
design. For as Paul proceeds to point 
out in 3:1-13 God’s eternal purpose to 
unite all things in Christ must be realized 
in the church, as well as preached by its 
ministers, “that through the church the 
manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places.” (3:10) 

What then are Christians to do in our 
modern day to hasten the day when there 
shall be one world in which peace and 
brotherhood shall prevail? 


We will support necessary measures of 
national defence, for otherwise the world 
would fall a victim to a militant com- 
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munism in which Christian brotherhood 
has no place. 

We will take an interest in the ‘politi- 
cal questions of the hour and seek to 
strengthen the United Nations, for in- 
struments must be provided by which na- 
tions may settle peacefully the differ- 
ences which inevitably arise. 

We will be concerned with the eco- 
nomic problems that confront us, for 
the world will remain endangered until 
the distressed masses of mankind find 
some real hope for the alleviation of the 
intolerable conditions under which they 
live. : 

We will recognize, however, that mili- 
tary, political and economic measures 
are not enough, that if there is to be one 
world in which all men may live in 
peace, it will be one world in Christ. 

To that end we will seek to spread 
the gospel of God’s redeeming love 
throughout the earth, knowing that 
changed men will in time produce a 
changed society, and that men will love 
one another only when they have learned 
to love God through Jesus Christ. 

We will recognize that it is not enough 
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
that we must also demonstrate its power 
to reconcile men of every race and class 
and condition in the church. The first 
assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, meeting in Amsterdam, de- 
clared: 


“The greatest contribution that the 
church can make to the renewal of so- 
ciety is for it to be renewed in its own 
life in faith and obedience to its Lord. 
Such inner renewal includes a clearer 
grasp of the meaning of the gospel for 
the whole life of men. This renewal 
must take place both in the larger units 
of the church and in the local congrega- 
tions. The influence of worshipping con- 
gregations upon the problems of society 
is very great when those congregations 
include people from many social groups. 
If the church can overcome the national 
and social barriers which now divide it, it 
can help society to overcome those bar- 
riers.” 


The inference is clear. If the church 
cannot overcome the national and social 
and racial barriers which now divide 
it, it cannot help society to overcome 
those barriers. 


So Paul concludes: 


“For this very reason I bow my knees 
before the Father, from whom every fam- 
ily in heaven and on earth is named, 
that according to the riches of his glory 
he may grant you to be strengthened 
with might through his spirit in the 
inner man, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith; that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may 
have power to comprehend with -all the 
saints what is the breadth and length 
and height and depth, and to know the 
love of Christ which surpasses knowl- 
edge, that you may be filled with all the 
fullness of God. 

“Now to him who by the power at 
work within us is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or 
think, to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus to all generations forever 


and ever. Amen.” (3:14-20) 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 
the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Seripture quetations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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REPORT FROM CHRISTIAN 
EUROPE. By Stewart Winfield 
Herman. Friendship Press, New 
York. 212pp., $2.50. 


Dr. Herman is undoubtedly the best 
qualified American.to bring a report from 
Christian Europe to his fellow-Americans, 
and this is the latest and most complete 
account now available. The author writes 
under the conviction that the church in 
Europe, which since the war has received 
much in the way of material aid from 
us, has much to give us spiritually, and 
also much to receive. 

The churches in Europe, he reports, are 
busily engaged in repairing the extensive 
physical damage which they suffered, and 
—much more important—there are en- 
couraging signs of new spiritual life. 
These do not fall into the mold, however, 
of old fashioned evangelism (except in 
Finland and Hungary). Radical experi- 
ments in Christian behavior, according 
to Dr. Herman, are taking the place of 
eloquent preaching. And this, he thinks, 
may be for the best, for “the evangeliza- 
tion of de-Christianized Europe in this 
era is not primarily a job for ordained 
preachers, but for working laymen, those 
silent servants of God’s word, whose daily 
lives speak louder than their lips.” 

Dr. Herman describes the situation in 
which the church finds itself in various 
lands, Protestant and Catholic, on either 
side of the Iron Curtain, and it is this 
factual report, including its account of 
the new religious movements which are 
emerging, which will hold the interest of 
many readers. 

The careful reader, however, will not 
fail to note that in every land there is 
one recurring problem: namely, “the in- 
ability of the Christian witness in the 
last years to furnish some practical 
guidance toward the reordering of so- 
ciety. More than anywhere else, this 
question haunts and taunts the devout 
Christians of Eastern Europe as they see 
the Old World being deliberately demol- 
ished, and a new one erected from which 
the church is clearly excluded.’ 

“Europe today,” the author concludes 
“is merely one segment of the front that 
stands in need of the assurance that the 
whole of Christendom is ready not only 
to come to its defense, but to help it in 
launching irresistible crusades of love for 
the conquest of the world in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Therefore, the state of the 
Christian church in Europe is the busi- 
ness of Christians all over the world.” 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Social Responsibilities of the Business- 
man. Howard R. Bowen. Harper & 
Brothers, N. Y. $3.50. 

The Church We Cannot See. Nelle Mor- 
tion. Friendship Press, N. Y. $2.00, cloth. 
$1.25, paper. 
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The Secret Suitcase. Dorothy W. An- 
drews & Louise B. Scott. Friendship 
Press., N. Y. $2.00, cloth. $1.25 paper. 

Grant and His Generals. Clarence Ed- 
ward Macartney. The McBride Co., N. Y. 
$5.00. 

Revised Version or Revised Bible? Os- 
wald T. Allis. Presbyterian & Reformed 
Publishing Co., Philadelphia. 60 cents, 
paper. : 

The World and the West. Arnold J. 
Toynbee. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
$2.00. 

Why Did They Kill? John Bartlow 
Martin. Ballantine Books, Inc., N. Y. 
$1.50, paper. 

General Principles of Psychology. 
Frederick E. Eastburg. Bruce Humphries 
Inc., Boston. $3.00. 

More Children’s Worship in the Church 
School. Jeanette Perkins Brown. Harper 
& Bros., N. Y. $3.00. 

You Shall Know Them. Vecors. Little, 
Brown & Co., Boston. $3.50. 

How to Believe. Ralph W. Sockman. 
Doubleday & Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

Atoms, Men and God. Paul E. Sabine. 
Philosophical Library, N. Y. $3.75. 

The Doubting Thomas Today. Russell 
P. Davies. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$4.75. 

Many Hands in Many Lands. Alice 
Geer Kelsey. Friendship Press, N. Y. 
$2.00, cloth. $1.25, paper. 

Buddhism and Zen. Ruth S. McCand- 
less & Nyogen Senzaki. Philosophical 
Library, N. Y. $3.75. 


Come Before Winter. Carroll Voss. 


The Muhlenburg Press, Philadelphia. 
$3.75. 
Who? Spanish-Speaking Americans 


in the United’ States. 
N. Y. 50¢ paper. 


CLASSIFIED 


Friendship Press, 














SIX CENTS r word and initial including 
address. Minimum: $2, cash with order. 
BOOKS 
‘RELIGIOUS libraries purchased. Baker 


Book House, 


Dept. PO, Grand Rapids 6, 
Michigan. 





FOR SALE 
FOR SALE, 30 CHURCH PEWS; 14 feet long 
plus Choir Stalls; total seating 300 people. 


Contact Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
1627 Monument Ave., Richmond, Va. 








WANTED 





NEED EXPERIENCED DIETITIAN and din- 
ing room manager, male, to take entire 

responsibility for operation of dining room 

serving in Presbyterian college. Write 

-e H. Junkin, Schreiner Institute, Kerrville, 
exas. 





CHRISTIAN WOMAN NEEDED AT BUCK- 
HORN SCHOOL AND ORPHANAGE, A 
matron who must be willing to do the work 
of a missionary and invest self in teen-age 
irls. Oe rtunity to share in life of moun- 
ain institution. 300 students and 20 staff 
members. Modest salary. Need and oppor- 
tunity great. Write Elmer E. Gabbard, Pres., 
Buckhorn Association, Inc., Buckhorn, Ky. 
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by EDWARD P. 
BLAIR 





The wonderful adventure of reading 
and understanding the Bible awaits 
you in this book—the opportunity of 
finding for yourself what the Scrip- 
tures really mean as “a library of re- 
‘demptive books.” Here is richer ap- 
preciation of the Bible as a whole— 
and a sharpened awareness of its 
meaning for your own life. $2 
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by ROY L. 
SMITH 


This stimulatin 
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“new light” of 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Holy Bible upon the needs of the 
modern world. Each of these 232 
realistic, page-length essays explores 
a text quoted from both the new Re- 
vised Standard and the King James 
Versions. Old and familiar passages 
take on new meanings, and Dr. 
Smith's epigrammatic comments pro- 
vide fresh insight and new applica- 
tions to the everyday problems of 
everyday people. $1.75 
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CHANGES 


R. D. Nolen, North Little Roens;/Ark., 
has become pastor of the Third church, 
Houston, Texas, 738 E. 14th St., Houston 
8, effective June 24. 

John D. MacLeod, Jr., Sweet Hall, Va., 
has accepted a call to the Keyser, W. 
Va., church effective Sept. 1. 

Correction: S. H. Salmon is at 9424 
Everman Ave., Overland 14, Mo., instead 
of as given here May 4. 

W. H. Drake from Morinci, Ariz., to 
Pawhuska, Okla. 

Charles L. Crane and Mrs. Crane who 
have been making their home at Mission 
Court, Richmond, Va., since returning 
from the Congo, are remaining in Rich- 
mond at 2909 Edgewood Ave., Richmond 
99 

Cc. L. Donnell from Princeton, N. J., 
to Maxton, N. C. 

Gaylord M. Couchman, Westminster 
church, Dubuque, Iowa, has been elected 
to succeed Rollo La Porte as president of 
the University of Dubuque (Presbyterian, 
USA). 

Leroy T. Newland from Union Point, 
Ga., to Blowing Rock, N. C. 

Glen A. Williams from Trenton, Tenn., 
to Ararat, Va. 

Alexander Gray from Sulphur, Okla., 
to 1102 N. Cleveland Ave., Sherman, 
Texas. 

Arthur M. 
S.C... 
S. €. 


DEATHS 


William H. Frazer, 79, former presi- 
dent of Queens College, died in a Char- 
lotte, N. C., hospital June 19 from in- 
juries received in an automobile. acci- 
dent on the Wednesday before. Dr. 
Frazer was Queens president from 1921 
to 1939. Since his retirement he has 
served as supply pastor for 


Martin from Winnsboro, 
to 4002 Kilbourne Rd., Columbia, 


many 
churches. 

Alexander MacColl, 86, pastor emeritus 
of First church, Philadelphia, Pa., died 
at his home in Philadelphia May 29. 


TO RETIRE 


G. T. Gillespie, announced at the recent 
commencement that he would retire as 
president of Belhaven College ( Miss.) on 
July 1, 1954. He has served there since 
1921, following Wm. H. Frazer. 


RURAL CHURCH 

James Milton McKnight and his con- 
gregation have been notified that the 
First church, Crestview, Fla., has been 
cited as Florida’s “Rural Church of the 
Year” by the Town and Country Pastors 
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Institute of Emory University. A cash 
award of $500 for the church will be 
presented Mr. McKnight at Emory. 


TRAVEL 

Robert L. McLeod, of First church 
(USA), Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., will preach 
at the American church in Paris during 
July and all next fall he will be the ex- 
change minister of the Grange Parish 


church, Edinburgh, Scotland, returning to 


this country by Dec; 20. 

R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., St. Stephen 
church, Ft. Worth, Texas, is preaching 
at St. Andrew’s church, London, for a 
month. Accompanied by Carl Reimers, a 
member of St. Stephen and a student at 
Princeton Seminary, he will then travel 
widely on the Continent, returning home 
Sept. 7. 


MODERATORS 

Frank W. Price, Presbyterian, U. S., 
former missionary to China, pastor-elect 
New Monmouth church, RFD, Lexington, 
Va. 

John A. Mackay, Presbyterian, USA, 
President, Princeton Seminary. 


Samuel C. Weir, United Presbyterian, 
pastor Littlefield church, Dearborn, Mich, 

C. E. Edwards, A. R. P., Columbia, 
S. C., pastor will be succeeded in 1954 by 
C. O. Williams, Highland Heights church, 
Little Rock, Ark. 

Frederick Zimmerman, Reformed 
Church in America, pastor, First church, 
Albany, N. Y. 

Charles L. Lehning, Jr., Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
elder. 

James Pitt Watson, Church of Scot- 
land, professor, Trinity College, Glasgow. 

J. E. Davey, Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland, prin¢ipal, Belfast Presbyterian 
College. 

(See story, page 3.) 


HONORARY DEGREES 

Chester Alexander, First church, Bur- 
lington, N. C., was awarded a D. D. degree 
by Elon College, a Congregational Chris- 
tian institution, at its recent commence- 
ment. . 

Charles B. Templeton, evangelist for 
the National Council of Churches was 
awarded a D. D. degree by Lafayette 
College (Pa.). 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 
Red Springs, N. C. 
THE PROGRESSIVE COLLEGE 
FAITHFUL TO CHRISTIAN IDEALS 
AND | 
LOYAL TO INTELLECTUAL STANDARDS 
PRODUCING THE FINEST IN WOMANHOOD 
Write Immediately For Reservation 


MARSHALL SCOTT WOODSON, President 








AUSTIN 


college. 


FOUNDED IN 1849 - 


Consistently, effectively serving the Church in higher 
education, with graduates in places of distinguished ‘serv- 
ice throughout the world. Four-year, co-educational, senior 


W. B. GUERRANT, President 


SHERMAN 
TEXAS 


COLLEGE 








1837 


John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


THE SUPREME EFFORT IS TO TEACH MEN— 
HOW TO THINK, HOW TO BEHAVE, HOW TO LIVE 


1953 


Davidson, N. C. 











Christian emphasis. Educational Excellence. Friendly personal attention. Tests 

and guidance. College, Business Administration, Preparatory. Member Southern 

Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
Apartments for married students. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE, Box 38R, Maxton, N. C. 


Veterans of Korea. 
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